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others have done, in making explicit the essential nature of the methodological 
problem in science. [G. Eprson] 


The Nazi Economic System: Germany's Mobilization for War, by OTTO 
NATHAN, with the collaboration of Mitton Frrep (Durham, N.C., Duke 
University Press, 1944, pp. x, 378, $4.00). Interest in the subject matter of 
this book has probably declined since the end of the war with Germany. But 
it is likely to revive again. Historians will long study this brief but violent 
episode (if it is only that) in the lives of the German people from many differ- 
ent points of view. But the story is of interest to others than historians. 
Nazi Germany was, among other things, a planned economy, and that is a 
subject of much current interest, and perhaps of much greater future im- 
portance. Students of that subject may examine the Nazi economy with the 
advantage of having before them a tale that is told, though it is not meant to 
imply of course, that every planned economy must share the experience or 
the objectives of this one. 

No doubt future students will have at their disposal much information 
that was hidden from Mr. Nathan. He is well aware of the limitations of his 
material and he encourages renewed study of the subject after the war. The 
secrets of the Nazi state, as he expected, would then stand revealed. ‘‘After 
the war, when the German archives are open to public scrutiny, when inde- 
pendent scholars investigating Fascism are able to interview those who lived 
through it, and perhaps those who participated in it, the attempt to compre- 
hend the Fascist economy will be more fruitful.’’ When all this has been 
done, however, the main facts and conclusions about it may not be much 
changed. The Nazis were not really remarkable for their stealth, though 
they took pride in their cleverness and realism. 

Mr. Nathan’s book is remarkably free from the spirit of propaganda, 
considering the intensity of current opinion at the time it was written, and 
what must be his own private opinions on the subject. He deals, in consider- 
able detail, with the mechanisms of the various policies rather than with the 
merits of the policies themselves, and so his book is largely factual and de- 
scriptive. His description covers the institutions regulating industry (in- 
cluding the cartels), those regulating agriculture, those controlling money 
and banking, and those controlling production, labour, prices, and public 
revenue. There is also a chapter on ‘‘The Effect of the Military Economy on 
Civilian Consumption,” in which he reaches the conclusion that ‘‘the tre- 
mendous increase in the production of war materials and in industrial plant 
capacity to produce them was made possible, not only without a reduction 
in production of industrial and agricultural consumers’ goods, but with an 
actual increase.’”’ There is much food for thought in such a conclusion. 
[W. R. MAxweE Lt] 


The Growth of German Historicism, by FRIEDRICH ENGEL-JANosI (The 
Johns Hopkins University Studies in Historical and Political Science, series 
LXH, no. 2, Baltimore, Johns Hopkins Press, 1944, pp. 101, $1.25). 
Following up an earlier study on ‘Politics and History in the Age of the 
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